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Review for test covering 

·        The Scarlet Letter
The Scarlet Letter opens with a long preamble about how the book came to be written. The nameless narrator was the surveyor of the customhouse in Salem, Massachusetts. In the customhouse's attic, he discovered a number of documents, among them a manuscript that was bundled with a scarlet, gold-embroidered patch of cloth in the shape of an "A." The manuscript, the work of a past surveyor, detailed events that occurred some two hundred years before the narrator's time. When the narrator lost his customs post, he decided to write a fictional account of the events recorded in the manuscript. The Scarlet Letter is the final product.

Hester Prynne INCLUDEPICTURE "http://img.sparknotes.com/graphics/indent.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


The story begins in seventeenth-century Boston, then a Puritan settlement. A young woman, , is led from the town prison with her infant daughter, Pearl, in her arms and the scarlet letter "A" on her breast. A man in the crowd tells an elderly onlooker that Hester is being punished for adultery. Hester's husband, a scholar much older than she is, sent her ahead to America, but he never arrived in Boston. The consensus is that he has been lost at sea. While waiting for her husband, Hester has apparently had an affair, as she has given birth to a child. She will not reveal her lover's identity, however, and the scarlet letter, along with her public shaming, is her punishment for her sin and her secrecy. On this day Hester is led to the town scaffold and harangued by the town fathers, but she again refuses to identify her child's father.
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As it turns out, the elderly onlooker is Hester's missing husband, who is now practicing medicine and calling himself Roger Chillingworth. He settles in Boston, intent on revenge. He reveals his true identity to no one except Hester, whom he has sworn to secrecy. Several years pass. Hester supports herself by working as a seamstress, and Pearl grows into a willful, impish child. Shunned by the community, they live in a small cottage on the outskirts of Boston. Community officials attempt to take Pearl away from Hester, but, with the help of Arthur Dimmesdale, a young and eloquent minister, the mother and daughter manage to stay together. Dimmesdale, however, appears to be wasting away and suffers from mysterious heart trouble, seemingly caused by psychological distress. Chillingworth attaches himself to the ailing minister and eventually moves in with him so that he can provide his patient with round-the-clock care. Chillingworth also suspects that there may be a connection between the minister's torments and Hester's secret, and he begins to test Dimmesdale to see what he can learn. One afternoon, while the minister sleeps, Chillingworth discovers a mark on the man's breast (the details of which are kept from the reader), which convinces him that his suspicions are correct.
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Dimmesdale's psychological anguish deepens, and he invents new tortures for himself. In the meantime, Hester's charitable deeds and quiet humility have earned her a reprieve from the scorn of the community. One night, when Pearl is about seven years old, she and her mother are returning home from a visit to a deathbed when they encounter Dimmesdale atop the town scaffold, trying to punish himself for his sins. Hester and Pearl join him, and the three link hands. Dimmesdale refuses Pearl's request that he acknowledge her publicly the next day, and a meteor marks a dull red "A" in the night sky. Hester can see that the minister's condition is worsening, and she resolves to intervene. She goes to Chillingworth and asks him to stop adding to Dimmesdale's self-torment. Chillingworth refuses.
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Hester then arranges an encounter with Dimmesdale in the forest, because she is aware that Chillingworth has probably guessed that she plans to reveal his identity to Dimmesdale. The former lovers decide to flee to Europe, where they can live with Pearl as a family. They will take a ship that is sailing from Boston in four days' time. Both feel a great sense of release, and Hester removes her scarlet letter and lets down her hair. Pearl, who has been playing nearby, does not recognize her mother without the letter. The day before the ship is to sail, the townspeople gather for a holiday and Dimmesdale preaches his most eloquent sermon ever. In the meantime, Hester has learned that Chillingworth knows of their plan and has booked passage on the same ship. Dimmesdale, leaving the church after his sermon, sees Hester and Pearl standing before the town scaffold. He impulsively mounts the scaffold with his lover and his daughter, and then confesses publicly, exposing a scarlet letter seared into the flesh of his chest. He then falls dead, as Pearl kisses him.
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Frustrated in his revenge, Chillingworth dies a year later. Hester and Pearl leave Boston, and no one knows what has happened to them. Many years later, Hester returns alone, still wearing the scarlet letter, to live in her old cottage and resume her charitable work. She receives occasional letters from Pearl, who has married a European aristocrat and established a family of her own. When Hester dies, she is buried next to Dimmesdale. The two share a single tombstone, which bears a scarlet "A."
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· The Gothic mode Power Point 

1) The Gothic Mode: Elements
· Unpleasant or horrifying references.

· Pervading gloom.

· Seeming supernatural events.

· Appearance of a physical symbol that must be explained.

· Old Objects (yellowed, dusty, with cobwebs).

· Physical deformity.

· Passion: irrational acts (in love, violence).

· Strong presence of the past (possibly ancestry).

· Exotic setting (Persia, for example).

· Heroine seemingly at the mercy of men or community.

· Often, an older man and a younger man vie for the heroine’s affection or attention.
· The Colonial Period Power Point 

1) Early Settlements (Outline):

A. Reasons:

· Economic:
During reign of Elizabeth I, England at war with Spain and needed new source of raw materials.

Jamestown, 1607, founded by the Virginia Co. to obtain wealth in metals, timber, etc. 
Originally a land of small farms, converted to plantation system after introduction of slavery

· Religious:
Plymouth, 1620 

Salem, 1628 

Massachusetts Bay, 1630 
Added to wealth of England through shipping, manufacturing.

Too rocky for extensive plantations.
· Renaissance:
· Began in Italy in 14th century and ended about 1700 A.D. 

· Awakened the human spirit and desire for exploration of classical learning and art.
· Rebirth of interest in ancient Greeks and Romans 

· Spirit of adventure 

· Scientific curiosity 

· Rights and responsibilities of individual 

· Reaction against church authority

· Crusades:
1066 

Made people dissatisfied with what they had when they learned of possessions of others

B. General Characteristics of Early Literature.

· Provides a reservoir of material and inspiration for the 19th century.

· Provides understanding of bedrock experiences which developed the national character of America and its institutions.

· Early lit had no beginning like folk ballads, as America was discovered after the printing press.

C. Types of Literature.

- Historical: utilitarian in purpose 

a. Advertised to attract settlers 

b. Recorded history (William Byrd) 

c. Gave instructions for colonization 

- Theological: God-centered in context 

d. The settlers (particularly the Puritans) believed they were carrying on God’s intentions and all events in the New World proved God’s providence.

2) Southern Colonies:
1607--Jamestown founded 

VA--later NC & SC & GA

· General Information:


Jamestown founded as commercial venture.


It provided commercial wealth, with fine homes and the plantation system. 

The religious background was Church of England (Episcopalians today), which was not a “breaking away” at all (as was the Puritans in New England)

Settlers were either aristocrats or desperately poor 

They added little to creative literature because most were illiterate, the aristocracy being the exception. Writing was utilitarian: recording and surveying the land 

Aristocrats sent sons to England for an education; did not stress learning in the colonies.

A) Characteristics:
· Most writers were aristocrats not attempting to break away from England either politically or religiously.

· Simply taking advantage of opportunity to expand their own wealth and England 

· Works are simply records of conquering the wilderness and dividing the land into plantations, colonies, states, etc.

B) Major Southern Writers:

- Capt. John Smith (1579-1631): A True Religion: the first book written in America, about the founding of Jamestown; urges Englishmen to try life in America. 

- William Byrd II of Westover (1674-1744): A History of the Dividing Line (between VA and SC): Considered the most articulate Virginian or early 18th century

3) New England Colonies:
- Writing was religious in nature.

- Middle colonies were nationalistic or political as well as religious.

- Quakerism introduced by George Fox.

A. 1. Pilgrims.
- A small group of Dissenters who religious attitude was similar to the Swiss pietistic “rebaptizers” (anabaptists who believed in baptism after the age of accountability rather than just during infancy) 

- A small group of Dissenters who religious attitude was similar to the Swiss pietist “rebaptizers” (anabaptists who believed in baptism after the age of accountability rather than just during infancy) 

- Invited first to VA colony; hired the Mayflower; set sail with 102 persons; deposited on shores of Cape Cod, in a region belonging to Plymouth Colony, chartered in 1606 by James I. 

- Lost over half their numbers during first winter; struggled; reinforced by Leyden congregation and settlers sent from London Co.

A. 2. Pilgrims:

- Before landing, drew up Mayflower Compact, which was to serve as a model for many New England settlements. 

- Had no charter or grant, so formed a civil body to frame just and equal laws for all; promised to obey those laws. 

- Compact began with a salute to King James but was democratic and consistent with liberal views of Congregational group.

4) Basic Tenets of Puritans:

- Wanted a theocracy: church-state 

- Of God: 

· His sovereignty (Luther and Calvin) 

· His moral government (Luther and Calvin) 

· The authority of His scriptures 

· Trinitarianism (Father, Son, and Holy Ghost)

- Of Man: 

· Universal depravity because of Adam’s sin 

· Predestination (Calvin influence) 

· Damnation of the unregenerate 

· Election of salvation of some; regenerated by God’s grace 

· TSL Power Point 

1) Nathaniel Hawthorne:

· Wrote about “types,” not realistic human beings.

· TSL a “romance”- truths about the human heart.

· Explored sin and guilt.

· Obsession with introspection.

· Wanted to learn inner recesses of human heart.

2) The Puritans:

· Sought religious freedom.

· Became rigid, judgmental.

· Intolerant, narrow minded.
· Wanted a theocracy.

· Harsh life, harsh laws.

· Wearing letter common punishment.

3) Hester Prynne:

· Committed adultery with Reverend Dimmesdale.

· Wears scarlet letter “A” as symbol of her crime.

· Is strong, brave, independent.

· Can’t accept Puritan interpretation of act.

· Retains self-respect, dignity, grace.

4) Roger Chillingworth:
· Hester’s husband, a learned physician.

· Keeps identity secret.

· Is misshapen and older than Hester.

· Does not blame Hester for her sin.

· Subtly tortures Arthur to seek revenge.

· Gradually destroys himself.

5) Arthur Dimmesdale:

· Hester’s secret lover.

· Lacks courage to admit guilt publicly.

· Suffers from mental anguish, despair.

· Becomes pale and emaciated.

· Can’t connect with others.

· Leaves Hester to support herself and her child.

6) Pearl:

· Is willful and stubborn.

· “An imp of evil, and emblem…of sin.”

· More “airy spirit” than human child.

· “At home” in nature.

· Beautiful and graceful.

7) Form and Structure:
· Historical romance.

· Omniscient narrator.

· Constructed around symbol of scaffold.

· Unity of place—around Boston or forest.

· Seven years—no unity of time.

· Stereotypical “happy ending” tacked on.

8) Literary Elements:

· A “romance”—not realistic novel.
· Great success with symbolism.

· Style, diction, keeps with somber setting.

· Good use of images.

· Effective use of irony.

· Gothic atmosphere.

· Textbook: p. 4 chart for historical timeline 

· P. 6-18 for Intro to Colonial Period and settlers 

· P. 143 for Romantic Sensibility; p. 144 chart of characteristics 

· “Sinners in the Hand of an Angry God”--Edwards 

The Scarlet Letter Literary terms to know:
· All tone words on your handout 

· Simile 

· Metaphor 

· Personification 

· Hyperbole – extreme exaggeration.
· Irony 

· Satire 

· Elements of the gothic 

· Allegory – use of characters or events to represent ideas or principles in a story, play, or picture; a symbolic representation.
· Onomatopoeia 

· Bathos – insincere or grossly sentimental pathos (a quality that arouses feelings of pity, sympathy, tenderness, or sorrow.)
· Imagery 

· Motif – a recurrent thematic element in an artistic or literary work; a dominant theme or central idea.
· Analogy 

· Bellicose – warlike in manner or temperament; pugnacious.
· Invective – denunciatory or abusive language, expression, or discourse.
· Foil – a setback.
· Homily – a tedious moralizing lecture or admonition; a sermon, esp. on a scriptural text.
· Symbolism 

· Ambiguity – lack of clearness.
· Parallel structure 

· Poetic 

· Vituperative – using, containing, or marked by harshly abusive censure.
· Sanguine – blood colored; optimistic, cheerfully confident, and passionate.
· Syllogism – reasoning from the general to the specific (deduction); a subtle or specious piece of reasoning.
· Colloquial language – informal or conversational language.
· Absurdity 

 

1. "A writer of story-books! What kind of a business in life,—what mode of glorifying God, or being serviceable to mankind in his day and generation,—may that be? Why, the degenerate fellow might as well have been a fiddler!" Such are the compliments bandied between my great-grandsires and myself, across the gulf of time! And yet, let them scorn me as they will, strong traits of their nature have intertwined themselves with mine.

--This passage comes from the introductory section of The Scarlet Letter, in which the narrator details how he decided to write his version of Hester Prynne's story. Part of his interest in the story is personal—he is descended from the original Puritan settlers of Massachusetts. Like Hester, the narrator both affirms and resists Puritan values. He is driven to write, yet the Puritan in him sees the frivolity in such an endeavor: what good, after all, can come of writing this story? Yet in that very question lies the significance of this tale, which interrogates the conflict between individual impulses and systematized social codes. The narrator finds Hester Prynne compelling because she represents America's past, but also because her experiences reflect his own dilemmas. Thus, for the narrator, the act of writing about Hester becomes not a trivial activity but a means of understanding himself and his social context.

2. "Mother," said little Pearl, "the sunshine does not love you. It runs away and hides itself, because it is afraid of something on your bosom.… It will not flee from me, for I wear nothing on my bosom yet!"
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"Nor ever will, my child, I hope," said Hester. "And why not, mother?" asked Pearl, stopping short.… "Will it not come of its own accord, when I am a woman grown?"

--This quote, taken from Chapter XVI, "A Forest Walk," is illustrative of the role Pearl plays in the text. It is also a meditation on the significance of the scarlet letter as a symbol and an exposition of the connection between sin and humanness—one of the novel's most important themes.
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Pearl is frequently aware of things that others do not see, and here she presciently identifies the scarlet letter on her mother's bosom with the metaphorical (and in this case also literal) lack of sunshine in her mother's life. Because she is just a child, Pearl often does not understand the ramifications of the things she sees. She frequently reveals truths only indirectly by asking pointed questions. These queries make her mother uncomfortable and contribute to the text's suspense. Here Pearl is assuming, as children often do, that her mother is representative of all adults. Her question suggests that she thinks that all grown women wear a scarlet letter or its equivalent. Surely, Pearl has noticed that the other women in town don't wear scarlet letters. But, on a more figurative level, her question suggests that sin—that which the scarlet letter is intended to represent—is an inevitable part of being a mature human being.

3. But Hester Prynne, with a mind of native courage and activity, and for so long a period not merely estranged, but outlawed, from society, had habituated herself to such latitude of speculation as was altogether foreign to the clergyman. She had wandered, without rule or guidance, in a moral wilderness…. The scarlet letter was her passport into regions where other women dared not tread. Shame, Despair, Solitude! These had been her teachers,—stern and wild ones,—and they had made her strong, but taught her much amiss.

--These are the narrator's reflections at the beginning of Chapter XVIII, "A Flood of Sunshine." The quotation concerns the theme of sin and knowledge that is so central to The Scarlet Letter. Over the course of their first significant conversation in many years, Hester and Dimmesdale decide to run away to Europe together. The minister is still in a state of shock, but Hester accepts their decision with relative equanimity. One result of her "sin" has been her profound alienation from society—she has been forced into the role of philosopher. Although the narrator tries to claim that her speculations have led her "amiss," it is clear from his tone that he admires her intellectual bravery. It is deeply ironic, too, that it is her punishment, which was intended to help her atone and to make her an example for the community, that has led her into a "moral wilderness" devoid of "rule or guidance." Finally, this passage is a good example of the eloquent, high-flown yet measured style that the narrator frequently adopts when considering the moral or philosophical ramifications of a situation.

4. "Mother," said [Pearl], "was that the same minister that kissed me by the brook?"
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"Hold thy peace, dear little Pearl!" whispered her mother. "We must not always talk in the market-place of what happens to us in the forest."

--This conversation, which is described in Chapter XXII, takes place a few days after Hester and Pearl's encounter with Dimmesdale in the forest. It emphasizes the importance of physical settings in the novel and evokes the motif of civilization versus the wilderness. Dimmesdale has just walked by Hester and Pearl as part of the Election Day pageantry, and Pearl notices his changed appearance. Hester's realization that different rules apply in the marketplace than in the forest has more significant consequences than she realizes, making this yet another ironic moment in the text. Hester primarily wishes Pearl to maintain a sense of decorum and not reveal her mother's secret and the family's plans to flee. On another level, though, Hester's statement suggests that plans made in the forest will not withstand the public scrutiny of the marketplace. What is possible in the woods—a place of fantasy, possibility, and freedom—is not an option in the heart of the Puritan town, where order, prescription, and harsh punishment reign.

5. But there was a more real life for Hester Prynne here, in New England, than in that unknown region where Pearl had found a home. Here had been her sin; here, her sorrow; and here was yet to be her penitence. She had returned, therefore, and resumed,—of her own free will, for not the sternest magistrate of that iron period would have imposed it,—resumed the symbol of which we have related so dark a tale. Never afterwards did it quit her bosom. But … the scarlet letter ceased to be a stigma which attracted the world's scorn and bitterness, and became a type of something to be sorrowed over, and looked upon with awe, and yet with reverence, too.

--This passage, which appears in the novel's final chapter, concludes the book's examination of the theme of individual identity in the face of social judgments. After many years' absence, Hester has just returned to her former home. She resumes wearing the scarlet letter because her past is an important part of her identity; it is not something that should be erased or denied because someone else has decided it is shameful. What Hester undergoes is more akin to reconciliation than penitence. She creates a life in which the scarlet letter is a symbol of adversity overcome and of knowledge gained rather than a sign of failure or condemnation. She assumes control of her own identity, and in so doing she becomes an example for others. She is not, however, the example of sin that she was once intended to be. Rather, she is an example of redemption and self-empowerment.

Know the “AP Bible” handout you were given, including the writing techniques of ethos, logos, and pathos, parallel structure, role of repetition, DIDLS, scaffold charts, A symbolism.

 

The test will consist of all multiple choice questions (scantron) like you had on the first test last 6 weeks with passages to read and specific questions about the material read and studied in class.
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